
  

From the Commander 
Final 2020 Report 

   
 

Comrades, 
 

This will be my final report as Commander of the 
VFW, Department of Pacific Areas. 

 
We have finished off the year in high gear, with 17 
Posts reaching 100% membership, along with 5 
Districts. And there are a few more that I think will 
reach the goal before June 30th. SVC Stein has 
reported his All-State status in his report, and 
congratulations to those reaching that level. I would 
like to give kudos to those Posts and Districts that are 
in position to hit All-American. I will concentrate on 
those with a really good shot at reaching it. For 
Districts, D5 is currently in 5th, with the cutoff for 
Districts being 10. D2 is at #10, but not all of those 

ahead of them are qualified for AA status. D3 is at number 7, but they need 41 more 
members to reach 100%, very doable. And D7 at #7, pretty solid. For Posts, 1054 is at 
#5, with the Post level cutoff being 25. They are in great shape. 8180 is at #20, but 
needs 35 more members. 12147 is at #19, so they need to keep an eye on the 
standings. 9951 is at #23, and really need to keep an eye on things. 12146 is #18. 
Post 124 is in good shape at #13 with 2485 at #14. Post 11447 is at #28, and some 
work to do. Remember, these standings are in their respective divisions. And of 
course, our great Department is currently sitting at #2, 100.30% and will make All-
American. Well done to everyone who contributed in this effort. 
 
I have had my share of highlights this year. The turnaround in Okinawa will rank high 
on this list. Thank you Comrades! You have come a long way since my visit in 
October. And since we had no convention this year, the C of A in Cambodia, needs to 
be mentioned. We all had a great time, and my first visit there will not be my last. I 
unfortunately, due to COVID-19 was unable to visit a few Districts I really wanted to, 
but those trips are just casualties of the pandemic. At least, that I’ve heard, we have 
all managed to stay healthy through it all.  
 
The faces in DPA’s staff will undergo a great change this year. Pete Callahan will be 
stepping down from Department Quartermaster after many years of dedicated service. 
Thank you, Pete, for all you have done for our department for so many years. And 
many of our other officers are moving on after serving us for so long. Thanks to all of 
you. 
 
And a final thanks to my staff, SVC Stein, JVC Mitchell, and Chief of Staff Watson. I 
truly appreciate all the support you have given me this year. I could not have made it 
through without you all. Assuming we are permitted to have a Dec. CofA, I will be 
there, and will be looking forward to seeing you all, wherever it will be held. 



 
As we enter into a new year, please continue to give the department all you can to 
continue its history of success. There is no better Department in the VFW. Continue 
with the help to your communities, showing them what the VFW is all about. And 
remember to put aside any personal differences, petty jealousy, or animosity, and do 
what is right for our organization. Support incoming Commander Stein, as you have 
supported me this year. It will start off difficult, as my year ended. 
 
Keep on working and Helping our Vets. As we all know, It’s The Right Thing To Do!! 
 
YIC, 
 
Rick Farris 
Commander 
VFW Dept. of Pacific Areas 
 


