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M O C  G r a n d  o f  P a c i f i c  A r e a sM O C  G r a n d  o f  P a c i f i c  A r e a s  

 Commander, Grand of Pacific 

Big Water Bug Jim, 
 

Listen up Cooties. It seems weôre off to 

another slow start this year. We were 

successful in the 2010-2011 year. I know some Pup Tents did 

not receive their packets from Supreme so membership report-

ing is slow from them. But things have to pick up!  

Hereôs a brief rundown on whatôs happening in our programs.  

The Grand Membership Chairperson reports that, thanks to 

the one Pup Tent with over 100%, the Grand is standing at 

87.3%, while the Cootie Courier shows PAC in second place 

with 77.48% in Silver Division for membership. However, 

those PTs that have not been able to submit need to catch up. 

All Pup Tents exceeding 100% by 30 November receive recog-

nition from Supreme, get those new members submitted! 

The October Cootie Courier lists Grand of Pacific Hospital at 

22% of quota, thatôs as of 15 September. Grand Hospital 

Chairperson reports that the Grand was at 56.7% at the end of 

October. This was only because of the good reporting from Pup 

Tents 1, 7, 10, 11, and 15. If there are no visits during the 

month, the PT still must submit a report, so the Grand Hospi-

tal Chairperson can record it and forward it to Supreme. 

Those PTôs that are behind now need to dedicate more time 

and effort in getting their reports up to date and in on time. 

Inspections, according to the October Cootie Courier, Grand of 

Pacific has conducted zero (0), yes, no inspections year to date. 

Again we are in the middle of our Grand year, letôs get those 

inspections conducted during November Scratches.  

Booster reporting is another area of concern. We are in the 

fifth month of this term and the reports (July-September) sent 

to Supreme contain limited recruiting and from only six (6) 

PTôs. What happened to the other three (3) PTôs for that re-

port? Could it be that itôs not possible to find time to submit 

the monthly reports?? The Seam Squirrels and/or Booster 

Chairpersons are responsible for insur-
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ing that these reports are submitted on time. It doesnôt matter if 

there are no new members to report, there should be some report-

able activities each month. Even if thereôs nothing to report, those reports must still be made in 

order for the Pup Tent to receive credit. If the Supreme Chairman doesnôt receive a monthly or 

quarterly report from a PT, that PT loses out on ALL*STAR POINTS/BONUS POINTS from 

Supreme.  

The Programôs book from Supreme explains each program and what is required to earn points 

or credit for awards. This book can be found by going to the Grand Web Site, click on 

ñLOTCS LINKò, which will take you to Supremeôs Web Site. There, click ñSkip Introò and 

then go to ñServicesò and click on ñMembership Formsò. You will find the 2011-2012 Program 

Book near the bottom of the list, as well as the October Cootie Courier. Iôve attached points 

awarded for: All Star Points/Bonus Points  

These are the points awarded for VFW Booster Program 

: VFW Booster Program Points will be awarded as follows: 

Ten (10) points for reporting under section: Number of VFW Post, Committee, District, Depart-

ment Officers; 

Ten (10) points for reporting under section: Number of VFW N/R Members Recruited; 

Ten (10) points for reporting under section: Number of Cooties working, activities, hours, miles 

traveled; 

Five (5) points for reporting under section: Cash and gifts donated to your Post.  

Possible thirty-five (35) Bonus Points if all VFW Booster report is completed.  

Itôs up to the Seam Squirrels and Chairpersons to read and follow the requirements for their 

programs. If your Pup Tent doesnôt have a copy of the 2011-2012 Supreme Program Book and 

canôt find it on the Cootie Web Site, let me, or your Grand Program Chairperson know and a 

copy will be sent to you.  

For those of you who read the Cootie Courier, to see how we stand within our divisions, youôll 

notice that a lot of information for ñPacò was missing in the October issue. Thatôs because Su-

preme didnôt receive Grandôs reports in time to be published, or Grand had no reports to sub-

mit.  

Cooties, from the copies of reports that I do receive, I know that there are some Cooties who 

are scratching their seams, shaking the bushes for VFW and Cootie members, making hospital 

visits, and working with their posts in community activities. I sure that all Cooties of the Grand 

are doing the same. You have proven in the past that the cooties of the Grand of Pacific Areas 

are the best in Supreme, but in order to remain the best, you must report what you do. If Su-

preme doesnôt get the reports, we lose that distinction and the Cootie Courier is only way of let-

ting other Cooties see our standings and know ñWe Are The Bestò as we ñKeep óem Smiling in 

Beds of Whiteò.  

 

Yours in L.O.T.C.S., 

  

James óJimô Oden  

From previous page... 
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 Middle Bugõs Corner... 



 Little Bugõs Parté 

                                      Earin Combs 
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Listen Cooties ! 
   I am looking for-
ward to seeing all of 
you in a few weeks.  
Letôs pray the vermin 
from Thailand and 

swim there way out and make it out 
our Grand CofA !  I know their seams 
are soaked !  I want to remind you of 
the awards that the Grand and Su-
preme will be giving out.  The Grand 
Awards will be awarded at the Grand 
Scratch in June.  The nomination ap-
plications may be found at the Grand 
website: 

2011-2012 HOSPITAL AWARDS 

GRAND AWARDS: All Grand Awards 
will be based on PT reports from 1 
May 2011 through 30 April 2012 and 
received by the Grand Hospital Chair-
man no later than May 15, 2012. All 
PT awards will be presented at the 
2012 Grand Scratch. Individual 
Worker rewards will be sent to each 
PT Seam Squirrel for presentation at 
the end of the term.  

PUP TENT AWARDS: 

Plaque to PT with highest percent-
age over 100%$ 

Plaque to any PT with 300% or 
more 

Plaque to Outstanding PT Hospital 
Chairperson based on applica-
tions received by May 156, 
2012. This award will be based 
on criteria contained in the appli-
cation and not necessarily on 

the ranking of the PT. 
Certificates to PT Chairpersons 

with percentage of over 300%. 
Certificates may be considered for 

Runner-Up PT Chairpersons for 
whom an application is received. 

INDIVIDUAL WORKER AWARDS: 

Any Cootie who participates in 12 
or more hospital visits during the 
term will receive a Grand Hospi-
tal worker pin. 

Any Cootie who participates in 25 
or more hospital visits during the 
term will  receive a Grand Hos-
pital Worker Patch. 

The individual worker awards will be 
based solely upon the records submit-
ted to the Grand Chairman by each 
PT Chairperson. 

SUPREME AWARDS: All Supreme 
Awards being offered will be based on 
hospital reports received during the 
period 1 May 2011 through April 30, 
2012. 

Each PT that achieves at least 
100% will receive a citation from 
Supreme. Pup Tents that 
achieve 100% may purchase a 
100% Hospital Program Plaque 
for display in its Post Home. 

Each PT Hospital chairperson who 
achieves 100% will receive a ci-
tation from Supreme.  Any PT 
Hospital Chairperson who 
achieves 100% may purchase a 
special 100% Supreme Hospital 
Pin. 
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Grand ChaplainGrand Chaplain  

Tom DarkusTom Darkus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ok my viral bugs, I can hear you scratching to get on the move to the 
seams of the CoA and our Grand 'Social' in Angeles City, in the happy 
hunting grounds of the Philippines this December. I remind you, with 
some humility, that San Miguel beer is named after the Archangel Saint 
Michael "the slayer of the Devil" so do your righteous duty and drown the 
demon. I pray for your safe trip, see you soon.  

My brother Coots living in the seams of the life we lead, let us pray dur-
ing this Holiday Season for all of the people of this Good Earth.  

Where I have inserted "Silence" after each of the biddings please take 
just a brief moment and offer your own prayer or meditative thought.  

 

I  ask your prayers for all of our Creator's people throughout the world; for our Military 
Order and for all Officers and Brothers in our Grand of the Pacific. Pray for us. "Silence" 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all 
people. Pray for Justice and Peace. "Silence" 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick - all those in beds of white, the hungry - all of our 
homeless veterans, the oppressed, and all of our brothers and sisters serving in the 
Armed Forces of our great nation. "Silence" 

I ask your prayers for all who seek knowledge of our Higher Power - our Creator. 
"Silence"  

I ask your prayers for the departed, especially those of our comrades that we have so re-
cently lost. Pray for those who have died. òSilenceó 

Praise God for those of our Comrades in every generation in whom our Creator has been 
honored to infold within His loving arms. 
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Ee CHI GAE PUP TENT #2 

GRAND OF PACIFIC AREAS 

òPADDY DADDYó 

VFW NATIONAL HOME SPECIAL PROJECTS PROGRAM 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
 

NAME: _________________________________________     Mail To:    

  

ADDRESS: ______________________________________      Billy T. Haney    

                                                                                                       HHC, USAG, Unit 15228 Box 

333  

                     ______________________________________      APO AP 96271-5228  

                                                                                                       Email: bthaney@vfw10223.org 

Chief of Staff commentsé 

Greetings to all you Coots out there in the Pacific Area, not to forget our water-logged coots 

in Thailand.  We are getting close to the Grand Scratch in December and now is the time to 

buckle down on our various programs to make a good showing for the Big Bug, so he does-

nõt go into a snit and start flapping his water-logged wings.  Letõs make sure our programs 

are up to date and all inspections are completed by then.   

Then we can kick back and have an enjoyable Grand Scratch and enjoy the exotic flora 

and fauna in the Philippines, where it is dry (at the moment).  The San Mig (including the 

SML) is cold and we are looking forward to a lot of camaraderie and sea stories.  I even 

have it on good authority that our infamous PGC Frank Sass will be in attendance.  He has 

been AWOL for some time. Provost Marshall take note. 

And donõt forget:  We are here to  (1) Support the VFW and our home posts,  (2) Support 

our MOC, Grand and Pup Tent Programs and Projects and   

(3) Have FUN while weõre doing it!               Thatõs what itõs all about. 

Yours in L.O.T.C.S., 

Jerry  Prinz   

Chief of Staff 
Speaks 

mailto:bthaney@vfw10223.org


NOVEMBER 

History Lesson #2 
 

     In researching the early history of the Military Order of the Cootie, I came across several names that kept 

reappearing in the various positions of responsibility and leadership. Names such as Paul Schumann, Guy 

Gale, Paul Newman, Millard Nixon, and Roy Matheke. As I mentioned in History Lesson #1, prior to the 

Grand of the Pacific there was a Provisional Grand of Japan, a Grand of Japan, and a Grand of Oki-Tai. All of 

these Cooties mentioned above were primarily instrumental in the establishment of Pup Tents in the Pacific 

and eventually the Grand of the Pacific itself. But the one name that kept popping to the forefront was that of 

Elmer L. ñRoyò Matheke. Roy came to Japan as a young Army soldier in the mid to late 1940ôs. He later 

joined Yates-Gonzales Post 9612 and sometime after that was initiated into the MOC. Royôs list of offices 

held and accomplishments are indeed impressive and literally stretch around the world. His Post and Pup 

Tent 1 positions included two terms as Post Quartermaster(1960-62), two terms as CCDB (1960-62), Three 

terms as VFW Booster Chairman (1961-64), two terms as MOC Scholarship Chairman (1962-64), two terms 

as Deputy Chief of Staff, MOC (1961-63), and Chief of Staff for the Grand Pup Tent of Japan (1963-64) Roy 

also served as Post 9612 Commander (1963-64), Pup Tent 1 Seam Squirrel, District II Commander, Grand 

Commander, Grand Pup tent of Japan (1964-65), and Commander, Department of Pacific Areas (Provisional) 

(1968-69). During the 1970ôs, Roy was transferred to Okinawa where he served as the Department Quarter-

master. Some of these positions may seem trivial or unimportant but you must remember that these were the 

early days of a struggling and fledgling group of Cooties trying to establish themselves as a valid and credible 

organization worthy of the title ñGrandò Every job was important. 

 

     In the late 70ôs Roy was transferred again and this time to Germany. He immediately became active in the 

VFW in Germany and was instrumental in establishing several Posts. He later became Commander of the De-

partment of Germany (1980-81) and in that capacity he attained the distinction of ñAll American Department 

Commanderò. Roy went on to help establish the MOC Grand Pup Tent of Germany and served at the Grand 

Commander. In later years Roy served as Vice Chairman of the National Youth Activities Committee (1986-

87) and went on to achieve the exalted position of National Council Member, District 4 for two years. His last 

official position was as the Supreme VFW Booster Chairman (1986-88). 

 

     Even though Roy had retired to his home in Columbus, Ohio, he remained active in VFW and MOC work 

in Ohio and always attended the National Conventions, Supreme Scratches, and usually the Washington Con-

ference. Roy and his wife, Kim, were on vacation in Japan, when he became quite ill and was rushed back to 

Ohio. He later passed away. 

 

     Throughout the years Roy Matheke distinguished himself as a dedicated individual who worked tirelessly 

for the VFW, MOC, and his fellow veterans. But he should also be remembered as one of the true pioneers of 

the Pacific Areas. If not for men the caliber of Roy Metheke, the Department and Grand of the Pacific would 

not enjoy its rich heritage and revered status that we now have. 

 

Think about it. What have you done to help your Pup Tent and in turn help the Grand? Class dismissed! 

 

                                                                                   L.O.T.C.S.  

                                                             JJ Johnson 

                                                                    Grand Historian 
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... 

Fellow Vermin, 

The following are words from your District 15 council member. 

I was fortunate enough to go to Washington, DC, for the Supreme CofA and 

the Tomb Trek. The CofA went well.  The hospitality rooms were even better.  

The Jr Vice Council member, PGC Jim Malott, and I had a great time.  We 

were able to talk to the Supreme leadership and discuss those things of mu-

tual interest. 

Please take the time to do your hospital reports.  We had two Pup Tents who did 

not register a delegate for the Supreme Convention.  They are listed in the current 

edition of the Cootie Courier.  Please take action to fix that.  Each Pup Tent will be 

assessed $1.00 for each member in support of the Scholarship Fund.  See below. 

Letõs get our inspections done by December.  The Supreme is undergoing some 

pangs because of the death of our Quartermaster of many years.  Things will be 

disjointed until everyone gets on board. 

Letõs continue to do all the good Cootie things.  See you all at the Grand CofA. 

Below is my report from the Grand CofA.   

Supreme Council of Administration meeting 5 December 2011. 

The meeting was held at 1000 hours in the Doubletree Hotel, Crystal City, Washing-

ton, DC. 

I will cover the areas of discussion that have impact. 

 Membership:  Reported 53 Pup Tents at 100%, 93 at 90%. Many with no new 

recruits. 

Large number of Pup Tents did not register for the Tomb Trek (whatever impact 

that has).  Same for the convention.  Supreme will publish the list of Pup 

Tents that are in arrears and we need to be sure if any of our Pup Tents are 

in that list that they take immediate action to correct. 

Hospital:  23 Grandõs have not submitted a report to date.  Again we need to en-

sure we are not on this list. 

Several Grandõs have not submitted any inspection reports.  As usual deadline 

is December. 

On the scholarship fund.  The Grand has three (3) special funds. Scholarship which 

as 34% of the total amount, Athletic fund which as 8% of total amount, and the Na-

tional Home which has 58% of the total amount.  The total amount is now 178K.  

That falls below the established ceiling (which they did not specify). As a result our 

Scholarship fund could not honor the commitment of last year for a 10K scholar-

ship.  Therefore we got the $1.00 per member levied on us.  This is temporary and 

will stop once the fund  
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reaches itõs establish ceiling.  Of course with the decline of the stock market we may never 

see that happen unless we keep adding to the fund. 

 

Supreme is toying with the idea of sending CCDB kits direct to Grand.  This would be bad for 

us because of the limitations of packages going into PI. 

 

Legal ruling.  MOCA of Ohio had taken some legal action against four members.  That action 

was ruled out of order because the board only had three members instead of seven and 

one member of the board helped to prepare charges.  Supreme Commander revoked all 

findings and punishment and briefed the Supreme MOCA President. 

 

Supreme will reduce the number of hard copies of the Courier to the absolute minimum in 

June 2012.  They will try to honor limited requests from those Cooties who have no email.  

We need to canvas our Grand and identify those individuals who will require the printed 

copy. 

 

 The Supreme has been divided into sixteen (16) Districts.  Those districts had been assigned 

to three Areas.  Those are Atlantic, North, and Pacific.  This was a gentlemanõs agreement 

to facilitate nomination of officers.  It is similar to the VFW four conference system that is 

in place.  Motion was made, seconded, and passed to eliminate that system in the Su-

preme.  Effective 2012 any Cootie in good standing for the last three years can be nomi-

nated for a Supreme Office; this has always been in the By-Laws so no big change. 

 

PGC Jim Malott will submit report on the Tomb Trek.  I was unable to attend because my flight 

left Washington, DC before the Trek was concluded.  This was a result of Supreme not publishing 

the agenda of the Tomb Trek in advance.  I did not know the time of completion or in fact many 

other details that newly appointed council members needed to know.  Seems like the Supreme 

failed to take into consideration the fact that they had several first time attendees. 

I will submit some recommendations to Supreme that I hope they will consider for next year. 

 

L.O.T.C.S. 

 

Dave Teets 

District 15 

Council Member. 
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Listen Cooties, 
 
Many years ago the MOC set up a program known as the Christie Braun Supreme Scholarship 
Fund. The purpose of this fund was to award work-study grants to educate qualifying high 
school graduates from the VFW National Home in Eaton Rapids, Michigan. Each year Supreme 
levied a quota of $1.00 per Cootie based on prior year's membership. Pup Tents were encour-
aged to collect $1.00 from each of their Cooties but, in addition, the Pup Tents were encour-
aged to solicit donations from others. 
 
The fund was established with a base of $150,000.00 that should be self perpetuating. The 
fund exceeded this level some year ago and the interest earned from investments was suffi-
cient to cover the grants being awarded. 
 
With the current downturn in the economy the interest is no longer sufficient to support the 
Scholarship Fund so at the Supreme Scratch held this year it was approved to resume soliciting 
donations from Pup Tents. Supreme has gone back to the same quota of $1.00 per Cootie 
based on prior year membership. This means that our Grand will need to submit donations of 
$614.00 to make 100% of quota. Attached is a breakdown of the quotas by Pup Tents. The 
Grand QM will keep this updated and published in the Rim of Fire. In order to make the quota 
for the MAL members each PT is encouraged to exceed their actual quota. Following are a few 
suggestions: 
 
1. Get donations from your members at Scratches 
2. Encourage members of your sponsoring VFW Post who are not Cooties to make donations. 
3. If your Post has a canteen, place a collection can in the Canteen and advertise for donations 
for Scholarships to children in our VFW National Home 
4. If needed, consider donating the fines collected at a PT Scratch to this program. 
 
When making your donations send your payment to the Grand QM marked as donation to the 
Supreme Scholarship Fund. With your cooperation this program and the quota should be easy 
to reach and exceed. Your contributions can also be counted on your VFW Booster program 
submissions. 
 
Of course this is one more challenge to the Pup Tents but Cooties will always recognize their 
determination to assist in all areas where help is needed. I personally am kicking off this pro-
gram this term by donating $10.00 through my Pup Tent to help them to exceed their quota. 
Please bring this up at you November Scratch and hopefully at mid term we will be able to an-
nounce that we are well on our way to to our goal.  
 
Please do not confuse this fund with the National Home Special Projects Fund or Su-
preme Athletic Fund which are completely separate.  
 
Yours in LOTCS, 
Don Webster 
Ass't. QM/Adjutant 
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Pup Tent 6  (Thailand/Cambodia) continue to support Posts within District  V for local commu-

nity support and charities. Korat Post 10217 used donations provided to them by PT6 to help 

orphans at a local community with clothing, food, school supplies and a list of other items. 

These funds were used as part of a larger charity drive for the orphanage through a charity 

motorcycle run with bikers from throughout Thailand, contributing over 50,000 Thai Baht was 

raised for the kids while the children were, also, treated to rides on the big ñhogs,ò swimming, 

fireworks and other activities. Most of the children had never been swimming nor ridden on 

the back of such big bikes. It was a thrill for them and their smiles told the whole wonderful 

story.           Below are a few photos from the events: 

 


