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GRAND PUP TENT OF PACIFIC AREAS

Military Order of the Cootie

The Honor Degree of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U. S.

23 June 2010

MINUTES OF THE 2010 FORTY-FIRST GRAND SCRATCH

1. OPENING CEREMONIES: The 2010 Grand Scratch of the Grand of Pacific Areas was called to order by Commander Orville Humfleet at 0900 hours on June 22, 2010 at Oasis Hotel, Angeles City, Philippines. Opening ceremonies were conducted according to the Ritual. Commander declared “straight talk” and voting to be in accordance with VFW procedures.

2. APPOINTMENTS: Commander made the following temporary appointments for the Scratch only:

a. Judge Advocate – Bill Wichmann

b. PM – Shawn Watson

c. Assistant PM – Keith Michael

d. Jimmy Legs – Shorty Phillips

e. Shirt Reader – Dick Keeley

3. ROLL CALL: Adjutant Hilliard called roll of Grand Scratch Members and Pup Tents. Following absentees noted:

Council Member Dist. 2 – Kenna

Council Member Dist. 3 - Connor

Hosp. Chmn. & PGC Webster (Excused)

Shirt Reader, Fund Raising Chmn., Shirt Reader & PGC Teets - Excused

PM, PGC & Supr. Dist 15 SVC Sass

Blood Chairman Provencher

Nat’l Home & Paddy Daddy Chmn. Haney

Roving Ambassador Montgomery 

            It was noted that a quorum was present.

4. DISTINGUISHED VISITORS: The following visitors and comrades of note were recognized and escorted into the Grand Scratch and welcomed by the Grand Commander:

Past National Commander-in-Chief, Ed Banus

            Nat’l Council Member District 16, Nick Nelson

Past Supreme Commander, Marty Ellingwood

Supreme Dist. 15 Council Member, Bill Wichmann

Department Commander, Jim Malott

Welcome remarks were given by PSC Ellingwood, Commander Banus, VFW Dist. 16 Council Member Nelson, Department Commander Malott and Supreme Dist. 15 Council Member Wichmann.

5. Acting JA Wichmann moved that the published Rules of Order be accepted by this Scratch. Seconded by Cootie Hudson and carried unanimously. (#1 Adj. File)

6. Commander recognized the following Past Grand Commanders:

Ken Swierzewski, Jerry Prinz, Bill Wichmann, Jim Malott, John Welsh and Dick Keeley

And also the following Past Department Commanders:

Dick Keeley, Bill Wichmann, Joe Carsley, Larry Lyons, Rhett Webber

7. Credentials Chairman Hilliard reported that all officers and delegates were registered and paid for this Grand Scratch. Chairman Hilliard moved that Credential Report be accepted as read. Seconded and carried unanimously. 

8. MINUTES OF 2009 GRAND SCRATCH – Adjutant Hilliard reported that no minutes were published for that Grand Scratch so no action required.

9. ADJUTANT READ FOLLOWING COMMUNICATIONS:

a. Letter from PGC Webster congratulating the Grand Commander and Grand Officers and pledging his support for the new officers to be elected at this Scratch. (#2 to Adj. File)

10. Commander reported that the Audit Committee completed the audits of the Grand and Randall Funds and the audits have been approved by the Outgoing Council. Motion made by Cootie Wichmann to accept the audit as approved by Outgoing Council. Motion seconded and carried unanimously. 

11. QM Hilliard reported 

a. 2010 membership was 701. This represented 109% of the prior year adjusted membership and 107% of Supreme quota. All Pup tents reached at least 100% of prior year membership and all but PT 11 achieved the Supreme quota. They were only 1 member short of the Supreme quota. Final membership report submitted. #3 to Adj. File)

b. QM reported that during the 2009-10 term $11,009.82 was received and $14,340.67 was expended leaving a balance of $20,984.98 with $11,077.44 of this remaining in the Randall Trust Fund. No life rebate fees were paid by Supreme to Grand or the Pup Tents last term.

c. QM further reported that during the term all Pup Tents reached or exceeded 100% in the National Home Special Projects. The quota for the Grand was $644.00 and $1,171.00 was received for 182% of the Supreme Quota. Report submitted. (#4 to Adj. File)

d. QM reported that the final 2009-2010 budget report was approved by the Outgoing Council. Although there were some major differences in individual budget amounts in the end there was $99.00 deficit spending as compared to $75.50 deficit that had been budgeted. Final budget and report to Council submitted. #5 to Adj. File)

12. Commander Humfleet thanked the VFW Members and Cooties in the Philippines and Thailand for preparing for the Grand Scratch and Convention and then arranging for an orderly move from Bangkok to Angeles City due to civil disturbances in Thailand. He thanked all Grand Officers and Pup tents for their diligent efforts in attaining over 100% in membership and all programs. He pointed out that the Cooties who recruited 1,268 or 81% of the new and reinstated VFW members that enabled Department to exceed 100% in membership.  He asked all Cooties to give the same support to the 2010-11 term. Report submitted. (#6 Adj. File). Commander said he also will be giving a report at the Department Convention. Copy submitted.  #7 Adj. File).

13. SVC James Oden reported that he has learned much during his term and hopes to be re-elected as SVC for another term. If so he will be assuming full responsibility for the VFW Booster program and asks cooperation of all Pup Tents. Report submitted. (#8 Adj. File).

14. JVC Kevin Mitchell - reported Awards Committee met and selected plaques winners. PT #8 took majority of plaques for (1) Outstanding outside contributor; (2) Outstanding CCDB; (3) Outstanding SS; (4) Outstanding PT and (5) Outstanding Cootie. PT #15 got Outstanding Hungry Cootie. Report submitted. ( #9  to Adj. File)

15. VFW Booster Chairman Humfleet gave a detailed report of a successful VFW Booster program this term with Cooties recruiting 1,268 of the new and reinstated VFW members. He requested all Pup Tents to be sure to use the proper form and report promptly each month to the new VFW Booster Chairman for 2010-11 term. Report submitted. ( #10 to Adj. File)

16. Hospital Chairman: Adjutant read final 2009-10 Hospital report from Chairman Don Webster. Supreme finally agreed to drop the MAL members as part of the Hospital Quota so it reduced our Grand quota to $147,870.00. Through May we had reached $222,208.33 or 150.3% of Supreme quota. All Pup Tents even including now defunct PT #12 exceeded 100%. After the May reports were closed out a final report was sent to Supreme for the 2009-10 term which included visits through June 15. With those visits total Grand Credits for the term are $227,633.91 or 153.9% of quota. Plaques for Outstanding PT with highest % over 100%, PT with over 300% and Outstanding PT Hospital chairman will be given at the Grand Banquet. They will include 1st Pace PT to PT #7 with 371% of Quota. PT #7 will also receive a “300” Club plaque for exceeding 300% once again. PT #7 Hospital Chairman, Tom Darkus of PT #7 will receive Outstanding PT Chairman so PT #7 takes all Hospital Plaques this term. Certificates were presented by the Grand Commander of 1st through 4th Runner-ups as Outstanding PT Hospital Chairman to Kevin Mitchell, Doc Johnson, Michael Holms and Jose Alvarez respectively. Certificates were also presented to Cooties making over 100 visits. These were presented to Buck Zehringer with 216 visits, Al Evans with 115 and Rhett Webber with 122. All Pup Tents will receive a Supreme Certificate for achieving 100% or more. For those additional Cooties who earned Grand Pins and patches, these will be sent to the respective Pup tents for presentation later this month. Cootie Webster thanked all who helped make this a very successful Hospital year. The new program and quotas for each PT will be sent out to each PT soon. Report included an update with figures through June. Final credits were $227,633.91 or 153.94% of quota. (#11 to Adj. File)

17. Surgeon Pat Higgins reported that he has published pertinent health issues in the Rim of Fire as well as correspondence with many Cooties in the Pacific.  He worked with US Military and Korean officials on healthcare issues. He arranged for Military Hospital Commanders to visit Posts for briefings on medical and TRICARE issues. He requested support in his candidacy for Grand Surgeon next term. Report submitted. (#12 to Adj. File)

18. Chaplain Combs reported   Report submitted that there were ten (10 deceased Cooties reported to him during the past term. He thanked all Cooties for their support during the term and urged all to support the new Grand Chaplain in any manner required. (#13 Adj. File).

19. HISTORIAN John Johnson reported that the Grand History is fairly complete but individual PT Histories are delinquent. Each PT is urged next term to prepare and submit their histories to the Grand Historian. During the past term we mourned the loss of Past grand Commanders, Emory Russell and Luther Harmon. He requested support for his re-election as Grand Historian for next term. (Report submitted) (#14 to Adj. File)

20. Membership Chairman Keeley   No report – refer to QM membership report

21. Inspector Larry Lyons reported that all Pup tents and Grand have been inspected and reports submitted to Supreme. Report submitted. (#15 to Adj. File)

22. JUDGE ADVOCATE: Acting JA Bill Wichmann reported that proposed revised Grand By Laws were submitted in advance to all Pup Tents and Grand Council Members in accordance with By Laws provisions. Cootie Wichmann moved that the proposed revised By Laws as submitted be approved by this Grand. Motion Seconded and approved by two-thirds majority vote. Revised By Laws will be submitted to Supreme Commander for approval. Report submitted. (#16 Adj. File).

23. JR. Past Grand Commander Swierzewski Congratulated all concerned in finally taking necessary action to revoke PT #12 charter. He congratulated all grand Officers for successfully fulfilling their duties. He encouraged electing the same chair officers for a full term in 2010-2011 and pledged his continued support. Report submitted. (#17 Adj. File).

24. Newshound Hilliard reported that the Rim of Fire was started by Departed PGC Russell. The publication is important to the timely dissemination of important information to all Pup tents and members of the Council. Cootie Hilliard thanked all Cooties for their support during his time as editor and full support to his successor in this position. Report submitted. (#18 Adj. File).

25. Chief of Staff Prinz reported that the Grand successfully survived the change of Command at midterm. Cootie Bradford is working on a new PT in Guam. Report submitted. (#19 Adj. File).

26. National Home Chairman Bill Haney was absent but submitted a written report that was read by the adjutant. He reported that the Paddy Daddy Program is a major source of donations to the National Home Special Projects Fund. Paddy Daddy application has been published in the Cootie courier as well as the typhoon and Rim of Fire. (#20 Adj. File).

27. Blood Chairman Provencher – No report

28. Deputy CofS Bradford reported that progress continues in forming a new PT on Guam. He said they will have the required number for applying for a charter by the time he will depart for the National Convention and Supreme Scratch in August. Gaan Point Post $2917 has agreed to sponsor the new PT. After approval and an incubation period of 90 days invitations will be sent to all Pup Tents in Pacific to attend the first Scratch. Report submitted. (#21 to Adj. File)

29. Randall Trust Fund Chairman Bradford reported that the Trustees met at 1610 hours on June 21 in the Oasis Hotel meeting room and reviewed fourteen (14) applications for Scholarship grants. All were determined to be eligible and the Trustees voted to divide the remaining balance in the fund among these 14 applicants with each to receive $791.25. Applicants were dependents of members of: 2 from Post 124, 2 from Post 8180, 1 from Post 9892, 5 from Post 10216 and 3 from Post 10033. This will deplete the fund.  Report submitted. (#22 Adj. File).

30. Fund Raising Auction:  QM Hilliard reported that the social and auction was very successful and resulted in a profit to Grand of $774.67 which is the highest in many years. PSC Marty Ellingwood and Past C in C Ed Banus actively participated in the social and auction.

31. Supreme District 15 Councilman, Bill Wichmann reported that he has three matters to be brought before this Scratch

a. At the December midterm a motion was passed by the Council to urge Supreme to change their policy of dropping deceased members reported during the prior term from the quotas at the beginning of each term and further that this motion be brought before this Grand Scratch for adoption. Since Supreme has already announced this change, Cootie Wichmann made a motion that the Motion of the midterm council be rescinded. Motion seconded and carried by a 2/3rd majority. Explanation and motion submitted. (#23 Adj. File) 

b. Suggestions have been received from PSC Ellingwood that Pacific host a Hospitality Room at the Supreme Scratch. A study was conducted as to the cost of hosting such event and the difficulties of providing sufficient personnel to man the room and to procure supplies. Cootie Wichmann made a motion that The Grand of Pacific Areas not take on the task of hosting a Hospitality Room at a Supreme Scratch. Motion seconded and carried by majority vote. Cootie Wichmann moved that Grand of Pacific and Pup Tents in Grand donate monies at their pleasure to other District Councils when they host a hospitality Room at a Supreme Scratch. Motion seconded and carried by majority vote. Explanation and motions submitted. #24 to Adj. File)

32. Chaplain Combs led Cooties in prayer for National Home.

33. Grand District Council Members:

a. District I (Okinawa) – Member Harry Thomas deceased – no report.\

b. District II (Japan) – Kenna – Absent – No report

c. District III (Korea) – Connor – Absent-No report

d. District IV (Taiwan) Cootie Wichmann reported there are 16 cooties in Taiwan, 14 in PT #7 and 2 in PT #11. These Cooties have recruited 13 new and reinstated members. Total 52 Cooties worked 307 projects and participated in Hospital visits. Report submitted) (#25 to Adj. File)

e. District V – (Thailand) Hudson reported that it has been difficult year with passing of SS Dave Miller. PT has continued to support all Posts in District. Membership, Hospital and Booster over 100% Cooties have recruited 20 new and reinstated VFW members. Report submitted. (#26 Adj. File).

f. District VI – (Guam & Saipan) See Deputy Chief of Staff Report.

g. District VII (Philippines) Jim Correll welcomed all to the PI for the Grand Scratch. . District was saddened by death of Past Grand Commanders, Russell and Harmon. Chili Cook-off was the greatest ever of the year. District Pup Tents had outstanding hospital year thanks especially to PT #7. Cooties assisted in Post 11447 Beach Bash in Feb. All Pup Tents are working toward 4th of July File-Am Day Raffle and BBQ. Pup Tents made donations to the Blind School in Baguio. Helped to feed 5000 meals to needy and passed out over 1652 aid packages through Anon With a Mission. Report submitted. (#27 Adj. File).

34. Scratch recessed for lunch at 1200 hours and reconvened at 1305 hours.

35. Pup Tent Reports:

a. PT #1 –Camp Zama, Japan – SS McKnight reported PT 100.8% in membership, 184% in National Home Special projects, 102% in hospital and completion of VFW Booster Program. SS had prostate cancer but after operation his condition is “guarded but hopeful”. PT lost dedicated Cooties Hutchins and Peters in 2008 and 2009. Report submitted. (#28 Adj. File).

b. PT #2 – Camp Humphries, Korea – SS Lyons reported some of the new Cooties have already rotated back to states so replacements will be needed. Hospital work was good thanks primarily to Cootie Jim Malott for his work in the States. Some Scratches were held jointly with Sister PT #8 in Osan. SS Lyons will continue another term as PT SS. Report submitted. (#29 Adj. File).

c. PT #6 –Thailand -SS Jim Oden reported he assumed SS upon death of Dave Miller. During the term there was the loss of Cooties Estes, Forrester, Eby and Miller. Membership ended at 110.25%. Hospital at over 200%. Jim Oden attended VFW Natl. Convention and Supreme Scratch in Aug. 2009. Cooties assisted in providing blankets and jackets for needed Thai Veterans and artificial limbs for mine victims in Cambodia. Also donated money for fans, computers and sports equipment in District V schools. Cooties recruited 23 of the 60 new and reinstated VFW members. Report submitted. (#30 Adj. File).

d. PT #7- La Union, {PI – SS Sonny Dozier reported PT again exceeded 300% in Hospital. PT lost two PGCs, Emory Russell and Lu Harmon. Emory was backbone of T #7. Annual Chili Cook-Off was biggest ever. District Swarm held in May at PT #7. Looking forward to good new term. Report submitted. (#31 Adj. File).

e. PT #8 – Songtan-Si, Korea – SS Hammerstrom reported that PT #8 leads with 125% in membership. Hospital was 115%. All Booster and audit reports submitted. Broke their record for National Home Special Projects support with $285.71% of quota. PT #8 is frequent contributor to Around the Pacific and have had two articles published in the Cootie Courtier. 20 of our Cooties are VFW officers or Committee members. All incoming PT officers for next term are Cooties. Cootie activity in Korea has been re-energized through Cootie Swarms and joint Scratches with PT #2. PT #8 continues staunch support for the VFW. Report submitted. (#32 Adj. File).

f. PT #10 – Seoul, Korea – SS Steve Tharp reported Scratches were held in Nov., Feb., Mar., and June. Hospital program was 104.2% of quota. Membership was over 100%. PT Cooties recruited 67 new and 11 reinstated VFW members. Report submitted. (#33 Adj. File).

g. PT #11 – Barrio Baretto, PI – SS Shorty Phillips reported PT was just under 100% in membership. Cooties assisted Post 11447 in Annual Beach Bash. VFW Booster program on track. Participated in Chili Cook-Off in April. Report submitted. (#34 Adj. File).

h. PT #15 – Angeles City, PI – SS Joe Carsley reported membership reached 102.86%. A Cootie from Korea, Aldrich, transferred to PT #15. PT fed 250 needy families. PT now has a new Grayback so future plans are to increase and multiply. New PT shave tails were installed by PGC Jerry Prinz. VFW Booster reports are up to date. With assistance of PGC John Welsh and in cooperation with Anon With a Mission for Kids, our Cooties and Santa Claus distributed 1,652 gift packages. Report submitted. (#35 Adj. File).

i. PT #303 – Daegu, Korea – SS Butch Cartwright reported PT has supported Post 10033 in all programs. All but 4 of the Cooties in this PT are Life. PT donated $500.00 to Clark Cemetery. Hospital program achieved 165.89% of quota. PT held several raffles to support activities. Cooties recruited 393 new and 109 reinstated VFW members. Report submitted. (#36 Adj. File).

36. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

a. Commander reported that the charter of PT #12 was revoked by Supreme in April 2010 based on recommendations of the Appointed Trustees and the Grand Commander and that their charter has been returned to Supreme.

b. Commander announced that recommendations have been submitted to Supreme for All Star selection of Pup Tents #1, #6, #7, #8, #15 and #303. Selections should be announced at the Supreme Scratch in August. Letter of Recommendations submitted. (#37 Adj. File.

37. NEW BUSINESS:

a. Nomination and Election of 2010-2011 Grand Officers: The following Cooties were duly nominated and elected by unanimous vote to the offices indicated:

OFFICE                 

Commander  


Orville Humfleet (PT #11)         

Senior Vice Commander

James Oden (PT #6)

Junior Vice Commander

Kevin Mitchell (PT #1)

Quartermaster


Frank B. Hilliard IV

Judge Advocate


Ronald D. Teets (PT #1)

Chaplain



Tom Darkus (PT #7)

Surgeon



Patrick Higgins (PT #8)

Historian



John Johnson (PT #1)

Councilman District 1

Vacant

Councilman District 2

Joseph Mortimer (PT #1)

Councilman District 3

Darin Combs (PT #303)

Councilman District 4

William Wichmann (PT #11)

Councilman District 5

William “Bear” Hudson (PT #6)

Councilman District 6

Mariano Fajardo (PT #11)

Councilman District 7

Dennis Doty (PT #11)

b. New Commander announces following appointments for new term:

Chief of Staff –


Bill Bradford

Inspector – 


Ken Swierzewski

Hospital Chairman – 

Don Webster

Shirt Reader (Master Ceremonies) - Calvin Dozier (PT #7)

Assistant QM/Adjutant –

Don Webster (PT #7)

OD (Provost Marshal) – 

Shawn Watson (PT #8)

Asst. PM – 


Keith Michael (PT #8)

Blood Chairman –


Dennis Provencher (PT #1)

National Home Chairman – 
Billy Haney (PT #2)

VFW Booster Chairman – 
Jim Oden (PT #6)

Awards Chairman – 

Kevin Mitchell (PT #1)

Membership Chairman – 

Frank Hilliard PT #7)

Newshound – 


Michael Glatz (PT #6)

Webhound –


Norman Smith (PT #7)

Credentials Chairman – 

Frank Hilliard (PT #7)

Fund Raising Chairman –

Dave Teets (PT #7)

Budget Committee – 

   Chairman – 


Frank Hilliard

   Member – 


Orville Humfleet

   Member – 


Jim Oden

   Member – 


Kevin Mitchell

Audit Committee:

   Chairman – 


Bill Wichmann

   Member – 


Ken Swierzewski

   Member – 


Bill Bradford

Midterm Council Meeting Coordinator – Thomas Aldrich (PT #15)

2011 Grand Scratch Coordinator – (William “Bear Hudson) 

38. Supreme District 15 Councilman and Officers remain in place until 2011 Grand Scratch when new Councilman, SVC and JVC will be elected.

39. NEW OFFICERS FINES: Commander elect announces following fines against Grand officers and new Seam squirrels:

Commander:   $50.00

SVC - $35.00

JVC - $25.00

QM, JA, Chaplain, Surgeon, Historian – each $20.00

JR PGC - $10.00

Each Grand Council member - $5.00 each

C of S, Inspector, Hosp. Chairman and Shirt Reader - $5.00 each

40. Discussion held regarding the making of Cootie Hats (Shags) locally. PSC Marty Ellingwood joined discussion and it was agreed that Supreme Council Member Wichmann will follow up on this.

41. GOOD OF THE SCRATCH:

a. Adjutant reported that four issues of the Rim of Fire have been submitted to MOC Press Association for judging against other Grand entries during Supreme Scratch in August. Submission letter presented. (#38 Adj. File).

b. Motion made by PGC Malott, seconded by Cootie Lyons and carried that our Grand will support Dave Wimmer for Supreme Junior Vice Commander in 2012.

c. Grand Surgeon report that District 7 Council Member Correll who fainted during the Scratch is at ICU at an Angeles City hospital.

d. PT #7 sang the Cootie Theme Song. Cootie Keller made motion that Grand adopt this song. Seconded by Cootie Dozier and carried.

e. PSC Ellingwood made remarks praising the achievements of our Grand

42. Commander recessed Scratch at 1130 hours until the Grand Installation Banquet tonight. 

43. Scratch reconvened by Grand Commander at Oasis Hotel Lower Banquet Hall at 1830 hours. Chaplain said grace and Scratch adjourned for dinner.

44. Scratch reconvened after dinner.  General Award and Hospital Plaques were presented.

45. Installation Ceremonies were conducted and the newly elected and appointed Grand officer and Seam Squirrels elect were duly installed by Past Supreme Commander, Marty Ellingwood.

46. New Grand Commander, Orville Humfleet briefly commented on the coming term. He thanked officers and delegates for his reelection and asked for the same loyal support during the coming term.

47. Commander announces that the next Grand Scratch in 2011 will be held in June 2011 in Bangkok, Thailand at the same time and place and in conjunction with the 2011 Department Convention to be announced.

48. Closing ceremonies were conducted according to the Ritual and the 2010 Grand Scratch was adjourned at 2030 hours on June 22, 2010.

OFFICIAL:

Original Signed copy in Grand Adjutant’s Files

Frank B. Hilliard IV

Grand Adjutant

Distribution:





38 Reports attached to Adjutant’s File

Grand Commander

All Grand Council Members 

All Pup Tent Seam Squirrels

All PT Hungry Cooties

Department Adjutant

Supreme QM/Adjutant

8

