BURIAL, PLOT AND HEADSTONE/MARKER BENEFITS
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
                 Veterans Benefits Administration
                         Washington, D.C.  20420


October 17, 2011		


Director (00/21)                                                                              In Reply Refer To:  212
All VA Regional Offices and Centers                                            Fast Letter 11-26


SUBJ:  October 1, 2011 Increase in Certain Burial and Funeral Benefits and Plot Allowances for Veterans

Purpose

On April 4, 2011, Compensation Service provided guidance regarding statutory changes that impact delivery of VA disability benefits.  This fast letter provides procedural guidance regarding implementation of pertinent changes from Public Law 111-275, Title V, Burial and Cemetery Matters.

Procedure

In accordance with title 38, United States Code (U.S.C.), sections 2303 (a) and (b), effective October 1, 2011, burial and plot benefits are increased from $300 to $700 for 

· burial reimbursement for Veterans who died while properly hospitalized by VA, and  
· plot reimbursement for Veterans who are entitled to receive compensation or pension benefits, or are otherwise eligible for a plot allowance.

The increased rate applies for deaths occurring on or after October 1, 2011.  

Beginning in fiscal year 2013, the burial and plot allowances may be increased annually based upon the Consumer Price Index for the preceding 12-month period.  The first opportunity for such an annual increase is October 1, 2012.   

The term “properly hospitalized by VA” includes facilities in which the deceased was properly admitted for hospital, nursing home, or domiciliary care by VA.  (38 U.S.C. 2303)

There is no increase in burial allowance for indigent Veterans or Veterans who were not hospitalized by VA at the time of death.  




Questions

Questions about this fast letter should be e-mailed to VAVBAWAS/CO/212A.

			

		/S/				
	Thomas J. Murphy
						Director
						Compensation Service
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Director (00/21)


Enclosure	


Historical and Current

	

	10/1/80
	10/1/81
	10/1/82
	10/1/83
	10/1/84
	10/1/85
	10/1/86
	10/1/87
	10/1/88
	10/1/89
	10/1/90
	10/1/91

	Headstone/Marker

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PL 95-476

	$59
	$63
	$67
	$68
	$70
	$71
	$71
	$76
	$80
	$85
	$85
	$97

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	10/1/92
	10/1/93
	10/1/94
	10/1/95
	10/1/96
	10/1/97
	10/1/98
	10/1/99
	10/1/00
	10/1/01
	10/1/02
	10/1/03

	Headstone/Marker

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 PL 95-476

	$96
	$98
	$100
	$101 
	$96
	$109
	$96
	$90
	$94
	$109
	$101
	$112



	

	10/1/04
	10/01/05 SPINA BIFIDA BENEFITS
(38 U.S.C. Chapter 18)




	Effective Date
	Level I Monthly Rate
	Level II Monthly Rate
	Level III Monthly Rate

	
	
	
	

	10/01/97
	$200
	$700
	$1,200

	12/01/97
	$205
	$715
	$1,226

	12/01/98
	$208
	$725
	$1,242

	12/01/99
	$213
	$743
	$1,272

	12/01/00
	$221
	$770
	$1,317

	12/01/01
	$228
	$792
	$1,354

	12/01/02
	$232
	$804
	$1,373

	12/01/03
	$237
	$821
	$1,402

	12/01/04
	$244
	$844
	$1,440




SPINA BIFIDA BENEFITS
(38 U.S.C. Chapter 18)




	Effective Date
	Level I Monthly Rate
	Level II Monthly Rate
	Level III Monthly Rate

	
	
	
	

	10/01/97
	$200
	$700
	$1,200

	12/01/97
	$205
	$715
	$1,226

	12/01/98
	$208
	$725
	$1,242

	12/01/99
	$213
	$743
	$1,272

	12/01/00
	$221
	$770
	$1,317

	12/01/01
	$228
	$792
	$1,354

	12/01/02
	$232
	$804
	$1,373

	12/01/03
	$237
	$821
	$1,402

	12/01/04
	$244
	$844
	$1,440





	10/01/06
	10/01/07
	10/01/08
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Headstone/Marker

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 PL 95-476

	$113
	$128
	$132
	$136
	$137
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	PL 68-242
	PL 73-2
	PL 79-796
	PL 79-529
	PL 85-674
	PL 93-43
	PL 95-479
	PL 100-322
	PL 107-103

	
	6/7/24
	3/31/33
	10/5/40
	7/24/46
	8/18/58
	6/18/73
	10/1/78
	4/1/88
	12/1/01

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SC BURIAL
	$100
	$75
	$100
	$150
	$250
	$800
	$1,100
	$1,500
	*$2,000

	NSC BURIAL
	$100
	$75
	$100
	$150
	$250
	$250
	$300
	$300
	$300

	PLOT ALLOWANCE
	
	
	
	
	
	$150
	$150
	$150
	$300

	STATE CEMETERY
	
	
	
	
	
	$150
	$150
	$150
	$300



	
	PL111-275

	
	10/1/2011

	
	

	SC BURIAL
	*$2,000

	NSC BURIAL (Veteran dies while hospitalized by VA)
	*$700

	NSC BURIAL (Indigent or Veterans not hospitalized by VA)
	*$300

	STATE CEMETERY
	*$700 

	PLOT ALLOWANCE
	*$700



Note 1:  The P.L. 107-103 service-connected burial rate applies in cases where death occurred on or after 9/11/01.

Note 2:  The headstone/marker allowance is payable only if the Veteran died between 10/18/78 and 11/1/90.  The rate payable is determined by when the headstone/marker was purchased   For example, the rate payable would be $98 if the Veteran died on 7/1/85 and the headstone/marker was purchased on 9/29/94. 

BURIAL, PLOT AND HEADSTONE/MARKER BENEFITS
Note 3:  The PL 111-275 allows increase from $300 to $700 for Veterans who die while properly hospitalized by VA.  For nonservice-connected burial for indigent or Veterans not properly hospitalized by VA, the burial reimbursement remains $300.  The increases from $300 to $700 will apply to deaths occurring on or after October 1, 2011.  The first opportunity for an annual increase (i.e., cost-of-living adjustment) is October 1, 2012.
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