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JPDC Jim Malott, SVC Barry Hirshbein, CDR Jim Oden and JVC Darin Combs join together as they pledge their support and 

dedication to CDR Oden, the Department of Pacific Areas and the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. 
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Veterans Affairs Commission of the Republic of China, Mr. 

Lin Wen-Shan, Deputy Minister of Veterans Affairs 

Commission, addressing our membership at the Department 

of Pacific Areas Convention Opening Ceremony. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Department JVC Hirshbein, SVC Oden, VARO Manila 

Director Jon Skelly, Past CINC Banas, CDR Malott, Deputy 

Minister VAC Republic of China, Mr. Lin Wen-Shan, ADJ 

Keeley and, Mr. Hans Song, Director, Overseas Liaison 

Department 

 

 
 

VAC Deputy Minister Deputy Minister Lin Wen-Shan 

presenting CDR Malott with gift.  

 

 

 
 

Department SVC Oden, VARO Manila Director Jon Skell y, 

VAC, Republic of China, Mr. Lin Wen-Shan shared mutual 

interests regarding support for veterans. Mr. Skelly and 

Minister Lin Wen-Shan discussed veteran programs together. 

 
Mr.  Skelly  met  with  CDR  Malott  where  they  discussed 

matters on improving service to veterans and the relationship 

between the VARO Manila and the Department of Pacific 

Areas. The meeting was very informative and mutually 

beneficial for the VARO and the VFW in the Pacific. 
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CDR Malott presented to Past CINC Ed Banas with 

service ball cap to District 16 Councilman Preston 

óNickô Nelson. 

 

 
 

Department Officers 2010-11  

taking the oath of office. 
 

 
 

SVC Hirshbein and JVC Combs with Officers  

during the Oath of Office. 
 

 
Past VFW CINC Ed Banas  

installing the incoming officers 
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Past CINC Ed Banas presents  

CDR Jim Oden with his orders. 
 

 
 

JPDC Malott presents CDR Oden  

with his DPA CDR pin. 
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Mrs. Oden presents husband with his Commanderôs cap 
 

 
 

 
The Department of Pacific Areas flag was 

presented to VFW National Home for 

Children at the VFW National Convention.  

Flag  will  be  displayed  at  the  National  

Home along with flags from other 

Departments and States. 
 

PDC Bob Zaher and Lenny worked on the 

design and production of the final design. 

The flag represents our Post locations  

throughout  the  Pacific  in  countries,  

Guam  and Saipan CNMI. Thank you both 

for a great job. 
 

The  VFW  National  Home  Director  

Todd  Marriott  called JPDC  Malott  by  

phone  to  express  how  impressive  and 

beautiful the flag is. 
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Grand Commander Orville Humfleet taking the Oath of Office from PSC Ellingwood.  

Big Bug chosen by the Cooties to continue on as our Grand Commander this year. 
 

Hail to the Big Bug!!!!  
 

 
 

Big Bug Orville Humfleet leading the way 

at the Grand Scratch 
 

 
 

Past Supreme Commander Marty Ellingwood closely 

escorted by Provost Marshalls Shawn Watson and 

Keith Michaels. 
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At his own expense PSC Marty kept the humor going 

throughout the Scratch. Cooties Banas and Nelson 

carefully monitoring activities from a safe distance. 

 

 

 

 
 

ENTERTAINMENT  

Cootie style 

 
 

DPA CDR/ PGC Malott (1999-2000), Deputy 

Minister Lin Wen-Shan, Past Supreme Commander 

Marty Ellingwood (1999-2000) and Mr. Hans Song, 

Director, Overseas Liaison 

 
 

 
 
 

PSC Ellingwood installing Grand Officers 2010-

2011. 
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PDC Larry Lyons, PDC Bob Zaher, CDR Jim Oden, Post 2485 CDR Bob Chesko, PDC Bill Wichmann  

and VOD Chairman Bill Bradford led by Army JROTC Cadet in the VFW Patriotic Rally.  

JPDC Jim Malott was marching with the 2009-10 Department Commanders led by CINC Tommy Tradewell. 

 

 

VFW National Home for Children staff  

welcomed the flag from Pacific Areas.  

 

CDR Jim Oden with the VFW National Home for 

Children Buddy Poppy Child, Taylor Peek 
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Pac i f ic  Areas Com m and erõs Tr ip  to  Ta iw an 

 

VA C HE AD QU AR TE RS BR IE FING,  MEDA L AWAR D AND  DINNER  (PM)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the briefing, Commander Oden and Mrs. Oden are seen asking questions to the Deputy Minister. Standing is the Deputy 
Minister on left  and Hans Song the Director of Foreign Liaison addressing Commander and Mrs. Oden. Other members of the VAC 

staff are seated as well as, VFW members Bill Wichmann and Bob Malinoski from Post 727. 

 
 

MEDAL OF HONOR AWARDED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CDR Oden after being presented the Medal of Honor with άCertificate of Awardέ by Deputy Minister Lin. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS DISTRICT III VETERANS DAY CEREMONY HONORED 

WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF OUR COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF PRESIDENT OBAMA 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars, District III Korea conducted ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ /ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛon 
Ceremony at Yongsan Army Garrison in Seoul and there was a very special guest ς President Obama who 
ǘƻƻƪ ǘƛƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ōǳǎȅ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƻƴ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ 

    

  

President Obama honors veterans 
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District III Commander Shawn Watson escorted President Obama during the ceremony and assisted him in  

Laying ŀ ǿǊŜŀǘƘΦ  ±C² tƻǎǘ млнмс /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ ά5ƻŎέ IƛƎƎƛƴǎ ǊŜƴŘŜǊǎ ŀ ǎŀƭǳǘŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ -in-

Chief. "I am so proud that we have U.S. and Republic of Korea War Veterans with us today. It is a great 

honor to have you present," began Obama in a speech to a crowded room of service members and veterans. 

 

       
District /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ²ŀǘǎƻƴ ƭŀȅǎ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ CƭŀƎ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ƻŦ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ ²ŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

shown here with US Forces Korea (USFK) Commander General Walter Sharp. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/usag-yongsan/5179937757/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usag-yongsan/5179937757/
http://www.flickriver.com/search/obama+yongsan/
http://www.flickriver.com/search/obama+yongsan/
http://www.flickriver.com/search/obama+yongsan/
http://www.flickriver.com/search/obama+yongsan/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usag-yongsan/5180543840/
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Each of the Korea VFW Posts laid a wreath; Commander of VFW Post 8180 Richard Krebill (left) and  
Commander of Post 9985 Oscar Hilton (right) meet our President.  VFW Bonifas-Barrett Post 8180 hosts  
ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻƴŜ ȅŜǘΗ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ±C² ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ умулΗ 

 

 

 

"As President of the United States I have no greater privilege than serving as Commander-in-Chief 

of the finest military that the world has ever offered. On this Veteran's Day, there's no greater 

place that I rather be, than right here with U.S Forces Korea," Obama said. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/usag-yongsan/5179954243/
http://www.flickriver.com/search/obama+yongsan/
http://www.flickriver.com/search/obama+yongsan/
http://www.flickriver.com/search/obama+yongsan/
http://www.flickriver.com/search/obama+yongsan/
http://www.flickriver.com/search/obama+yongsan/
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Past District III Commander Jeff Herndon lays a wreath on behalf of Post 10216  

and District III Senior Vice Commander Doc Higgins greets President Obama. 

 

         

VFW Department of Pacific Areas Commander Jim Oden came  

from Thailand to attend this special ceremony.  
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Past Department of Pacific Areas Commander Larry Lyons lays a wreath for Post 11016 and meets the President. 

 

Two distinguished guests to the ceremony were Korean War Veterans Kurt Dressler and Ben Delahunty. 
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Post 8180 Comrade Stephanie Herndon rendering a salute on Veterans Day. 

Stephanie is also the Department Women Veterans Advocate Chairperson. 

          

The Military Order of the Cooties were represented by Pup Tent 303 Darin Combs who lays a wreath and greets 

the Commander-in-/ƘƛŜŦΦ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ 5ŀǊƛƴΩǎ ǎƴŀȊȊȅ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳΗ 
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5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ LLL ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ !ƭŜȄ wƻŜǎŜ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ /ƻƻǘƛŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ 

 

 

 
 

"This nation recognizes the sacrifices that families make 

as well and we thank you for your sacrifice," said 

Obama. "On this day, we honor every man or woman 

that has worn the uniform of the United States of 

America. We salute all our heroes and we keep in 

prayer, those that are still in harm's way. We recall acts 

of common bravery and selflessness, but we also 

remember that honoring those who serve is about 

more than the words we say on Veterans Day or 

Memorial. It's about how we treat our Veterans every 

day of the year. It's about making sure they have the 

care they need and get the benefits they've earned 

when they come home. It's about serving all of you, as 

well as you serve the United States of America. So I 

want all of you to know that when you come home, 

your country is going to be there for you. That is the 

commitment I make to you as Commander-in-Chief. 

That is a sacred trust between the United States of 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ƛǘǎΩ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ Ϧ 

 

http://www.flickriver.com/search/obama+yongsan/
http://www.flickriver.com/search/obama+yongsan/
http://www.flickriver.com/search/obama+yongsan/
http://www.flickriver.com/search/obama+yongsan/
http://www.flickriver.com/search/obama+yongsan/

